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TEE IRON CURTAIN

Prom Stattin in the Baltis te Trisates in the
Rriatis, an frow curteln hax deslended acress the
zaatinent. Fehind the line lle all the capitals
gr the nﬁiﬁt states orvfmml and n:uglﬁwa

AT AR rlin, Pragus ennk, Budapest ) \

mr:n sod &m. in these Tumous aitm m“

the populations around them lie in what I might

¢all the Boviat sphere, mnd all mre subject, in

pue femm or another, not enly to Seviet influance

at to & very Mgh, and in sowme cases, inareasing

mebsure of sontrol from Foscow.

' e Yimston Churehil), Fulton,
A Misseuri, S Narch 1946

The borders of Eussis were closed after the 1917 revoln-
tion, By dacree: the Contril Exevutive Committee axxd the
Counail of WJ._Q'I Commisgars in June 1327 suthorized the
atrip system of bordsr zoues and otsimslaes that has bHecome
the pattern for the Iron Curtsin ax we mow know it. The sys-
tem was extended to the Burcpean fatellites after World ¥ar
1II and border souirols wers reinforced., Todsy it also em-
braces the Besboo Curtain im ths Far Esast.

Despite the Communists' recent declarations that they
favor international contmet sand that the Irsn Curtals does
not exist, sn eoffective system of physieal barriers and adminie-
trative controls bars all hut regine-npproved and supervised
erossings bem Zart and West,

e‘..l.Elﬁ. !E'
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Even while ths leaders speak of increasing tourism,
the restly wm«&rx satenglements on the Austro-Mungs-
rias border sre beling replaces by new, double entanglements.
Hew mine flelds snd new towersz with heavy 2alider machine
guns have been reported. Similar additlons have teen noted
| m the (zechoslovak-Weast Jerman border,

The Curtein

The Irom Curtaln {3 more than 15,
addition to the USSH's arstic and Pesific coasts, and ths
Blos country borders are pasrolled by more than 409,000
tm; plus the sesurity forces of Comsunist China, The
Curtain stretches along the borders of the Compunist countries
from the USSR-Finnish torder down through the middle of
Europe, serose the Balkans, through Central Asgia ansd up
through Asis to cmcompass mainland Chins, Horth Vietnam,
Morth REores, the Kuriles and Sakhalin--to zeal the pecples
of the Commanist éwat_ﬁﬁfa from all contact with the rest
of the world,

™e Iron Curtaln zén be seen and touched, It hes been
. snd secticns of its barriers have been charted,
Its phiysizal reslity 1s attested to Ly barted wire, armed

000 miles long, in
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patrols with guns, plowed and mlned strips of land, Lisz-
tening posts, towers, eleebric detectlon devices and for-
bldden zanes enforee the invisladility »f the borders of
Sateilites and the USSR.

Other barriers and controls behind the Ironm Curtais
forn an additional serles sf curtains sealing Comstunist
ecountey from {oamuwnist country. In feet, the curtaln
around the U8 ttself is as thick and impenetrable as
the band of Satellite countries around ft. ¥Withia each
country and the USER the Yron Curtaln is buttressed oy
rigid controls: nuserous documents required of each per-
son, eheek points, regular inspectiona, surprise investl-
gationa, intricate agent nel-works and informers throegh-
out the population. Communilcations with the sutside world
also are checked. Restrictions on wovements in the in-
terior 3£ esch Comsunist Bloe country make even reaching
the berder extremely &irfficult.

The very laws of the USER and the 3atellitas belle
the Cominfors Journal's protestatione that the Irom Curtalin
in & “mallclous fabrication.” The Iron Jurtaln was sstab-
1ished by Communist regime law and is enforeed by that law,
The crizinal codes, lawss, decree and regulstions outllae '
the messures and physical obstacles to be used to seal the
borders snd provide heavy penalties for border craasers,
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for any «ho give thes assistance and for relatives left
behind. Border treops are instructed to keep the Soundaries
they gusrd under constant osbservation at all tises and to
permit no erssaings. legal crossing points are closely
guarded, persits and control documents thoroughly chaeked,
luggess and at times persons inspeited. |

#74 Ae

The Crisissl Code of the Russian Federated Republic,
pattern for other USSR republics, defines filght from the
V5B se an act of tremson punistable by deall bLelfore &
firing squed. It provides sentences =»f § to 10 years in
a labor camp for aduli relatioas of military persconel
fieeing abroad if they kaew of secape plaas saod a J-yoar
exile fn Siberim 1 they 414 not., The basic Mw for UESR
rorder goards was passed in 1927 ane has been elmborated
by lster lass. It ¢etablished the curtats on all BIUR
porders, suthoriziag four belts of varging depths, including
cleared stripe, patrsl oaths and restricted sress, and
authorizing doeusment checks, whiﬂs inspections and nouse
search., It almso setbhorized smbush pointe and concealed
posts iz the bopder rones.

The pattern of theee patrols and physlcal sarriers as
put into effect has varisd sidely from the letier of ihe
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iaw, because of terrain, climate and other factors, but
the effective sealing of the borders has carrisd out the
intant.

In Bay 1952 the Xast Cermsn Sovernment ifanstru¢ied the
Hintstry of State 3ecurity "io take lmmediately striet
measures to relunforee the goard mz of the wttim 1ine
between the Jersan Democratic Repudblic and the sestern ose-
ecupation zones of Qermany....” The NMinlstry that sase
montk publisted a regulation establishing a five-kiloweter

blogked some along the iatersonal frontler and the Baltie
coast, & 1558 Binilstry of Interior regulation for the
Border Guards listed arsms and zbssrvation equipwment, techni-
Al devices for barriers anéd control strips, sigoal devices

and observation posts to b used by the sentries, roving :
patrols, camouflaged guards, ssbush guards, search parties
snd inland securiiy guavds.

Foland's basic lax of 1327 on fronmtier control was
amendsd 5y 2 1988 fecree to double the severity of the
penalty for boader crosgsings, and the system of regulatisns
snd shysical barviers has besn thoroughly elaborated aince
thea, A 1948 Rumsnian lax provides for 3 to 10 years im-
prissoment and a,m—&@,m lel fine for illegal entry or
departure, or for assistance to dordsr ¢rcssers. 4 1352
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mendueat to Bulgaria's Crimisal Csde zade flight beymmd
the border punishable by death, and reportedly provided
sp 3¢ 19 years ilmprisonment for persons =ho knoe 50 e~
cape attempts and 49 not report them, Pamily wembers of
lagal age left behind by ascapees ®may bLe deprived of thelr
eivil rights and property. A 1952 editlon 5f the Communist
Farty ovgan Nabstalchesko Delo declared that Dulgsria’s
frontiers with the "imperialist world® had been couverted
into & “fortress.” Albania also atrengthens its separate
seetion of the Curtain =ith slaborates controls, prohibited
aress, plowed strips, & trench and barbed-uire aystes and

severe messures agalast the fanilies »f sscapees.

Thearstizally passports and ifoternational travel docu~
mante are availadle to Eupopesn Bloe clitizeas. In reallsy,
nowever, travel sutgide these countries, sercss the Curtals,
has been denied to nearly sll but government officlals and
state-sponsored groups. The isscance o7 & pasuport depends
on exit and Pe-entry perwmits, vise, foreign currency aulhori-
gation, palise, healt® and aother ceprtificates, and denial
of any one of thess prerequlisites easily places the pasE-
port out of reach af the avemmge citizen. Travel from

. Blee couniry to Blac countyy oy t the rm Yorld appears
to ba persitted to some extent 1a the dsiatic Satellites,

6
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but has besn l1imited to persons consldersd politieslly
relisble »>r palitically MMu and whose aLgente would
not be detrimental B the sconomy of the cowntry.

) Besidence regulationa a#ﬁ employment registration
deny trevel to all but & very limited number of pecple
within the Soviet Union and European Satellites. Un-
authorized absence from work 15 & serious offsuse against
the state) every peroon asvay Irom his Jobt or home must be
able to explain his travel status by leave permit, trans.
fer order, eniry in bis personal documents or cther oIfi-
cfal document, Citizens of Asiatic Satellites often are
regiired to 9btain speecial travel permlts, someliwes even
if they go oo further than a neighboring village.

gl f cteristics of the Curtain
Ssetors of the Iron Curtain, even along the border of

one country, vary »idsly in thelr patrsl and sbatacle pat-
teras. The Curtain 12 coastantly being etrengthened, and
the aystem from Ddorder district t5 vorder district 1s
changed often. Repsris by escapees Juring the past flive
yours, however, repeatedly describe veriastions of the barbed-
wire fence--evan betwesn Satelilite countries-dacked by =trips
af land plowed sad veked o ghow footprints; srmed patrols
shilch may be mounted Jr 5n £20t And may be sccompanied by
wm dogs;s watchiowers surveying the boundary and iis
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appraaches and eguipped zomstlimes :1th searchiights and
usaally with telephone or radis; hilddern or spen elsetrie
detaction devices; mines and snares at sirateglc polnts;
and nearly alveys o series of evacuated snd/or forbldden
ATORE.

Yhere natural bmrrisrs lsmpedes boundary crossings, the
patrols and man-built sbetaclies may be fewer and less
elaborate; vhere the Iron Curtals touches western HEuprope,

1t is heavily guarded and relinforced.
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LRED _

1. Berder pillars (stakes).

2, Offticera* Path: 2-5 n, behlind the border pillars,
for officers te cheek the condltion of the ;ﬁiﬁi‘m.

3. NCO's path: 100-300 m, behind the Officers’ Path.

ance or tvice dally by &an BOD with trained
m%a a0 . _

4. Patrel Path: 2-5 m, behind the NCO's path, Covered
four times daily by patrelsz to check for fostprints
on the plowsd strip.

%. Comtrol-Tracing Stri asuelly 300500 m, from the
boerder, of frechly p m earth 10-12 m, wide.

6. Patrol Path.

T. Wooden observation towers,

8. Hlsctrical detection devices.

9. Telegraph and telephone poles.

10, Soeket outlets for telephones,.

1l. Barbud wire,

12, Elseiric Datestion Device.

13. Coverwsd obaesrvation post.

14, Deployment defense lines for the border company.
15. Seeond Control Tracing Steip,
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In recent yemrs such 3 been sald about the need for
raising the Curtain as a step toward ending the cold war and
townrd pesce, Prosinent leaders from both sider of m Iron

| in made ststements on the problem at the 1955 Geneva
MWesting at the Summit. Before the meeting, in a speech at
Rutland, Vermont, on 22 June 1355, Preaident Elseshower
salid:

¥ marely want to live in peace with all
the world, to trade with them, to learn from
thedir caltwres as they may learn from ocurs,

At the opening of the Gensva Conference President

+so I'viendly anderstanding between les

does pot readily develop where there are 3

fiecial barriers such as now interfere xith

eommirication, It is time that 2ll curtsines,

whothwyr guns or laws or Aations, should

bagin toc come down, But Muanlym%um

in s atmosphere of matuml mmtm

On 22 July the President proposed specifically that the

| iing interchange of idess and opportunities for
travel and trade be 11fted,

The Commpanist lesders sald they agresd. Premier
Bulganin's speech on the opening day of the conference stated
that the Sovist Unlon stoed for the "broad development of
intersational contects and cooperation in culture and sclence,
spd for the rewcoval of obsiacles !

among nations.

g the intercourse
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Back in Noscow on 4 August, Bulganin addressed the
wmwm@msmmmﬁornmamamm
results of the Qeneva Cunference. On the gevelopment of
tontacts between Hast and #est he declared:

HKow as aluayn, the Swi.ct Union favors
sxtensive juntermational ¢ tion and 211~
round developmen:

t of s Sclentific
and culturel links batween nations. se
sonsider very useful an exchangs of delegs-
tions smong countries and reciprocal visits

of peopls prominent in indust sgrisulture,
trade, selemce, art and publie Wfimg gﬁ

also w 'aht mlmt of touris=m.
In discussing the actual proposal epproved by the Eeads
of Govermment, he added:

Pndoubtedly, progress in this spbere
mm, a8 far as the relations bﬂﬁm the

weasure to the lessening of international -
mm,,_ the tmt ng of mm

mmmmmwbymawﬂmmmmn
stated in its lasue of 12 August:

It is beyond Mt that recipreocal
visits, pmim are not m:mm,

1 ersicy! had insisted that
tmsnmmumm”mzrmm:

16
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. JTasusends of people from

emm of the world whbo have visz the
USSR and ssen Tor themsolves the 1ife of
the Soviet peoples have bocome convinced at
firet band of the profourdly peaceful
up&nt&mmdmsimm dssire of the
Seviet people to establish mutenl under-
standing and friendship with all peoples;
mmmm in practice that
the notorious "Tronm Curtain’ is & maliclous
WMﬁ‘&m of the enemies of the Soviet

Yot the Iron Curtalsn remsins, lncressingly formidable
and no sscter of the Curtain has been raised. Although
some bave mensged to escape from behind it, they are few,
Some others have pazsed through to forward Comsunlst aime,
but only with express permission.

Even il the Curtain‘'s border conirols and barriers
were reized, strict intermal controls over the population
would remain to check sny large-scale or free movement
betwsen the still divided East and West,

i1
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